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AWC COLLEGE FIRE ACADEMY  

GRADUATION OPERATIONAL PLAN  

  

   

MISSION   

  

The Arizona Western College Fire Academy will provide a safe and healthy graduation 
event for all recruits and invited guest.  
  

GENERAL INFORMATION  
  
On February 13, 2021, the AWC Fire Academy graduation is scheduled to begin at 6:00 
p.m. at the AWC outdoor Amphitheatre building located at Arizona Western College, 2020 
S Avenue 8E.   
  
HEALTH AND SAFETY  
  
As a result of the current COVID-19 pandemic situation, the AWC Fire Academy has 
implemented increased safety and sanitation protocols to help protect the safety and 
health of all students and staff at the AWC Fire Academy graduation.  
     
The purpose of this document is to communicate those protocols and to convey 
expectations of all persons involved during the upcoming graduation 
ceremony.  Adjustments to any or all of these plans or protocols will be made as 
necessary in order to comply with new or updated guidelines issued by the CDC, State 
of Arizona, or as deemed necessary by the AWC Fire Academy.  
  
IMPORTANT NOTE: While the implementation of the additional safety and health 
protocols explained in this document will help mitigate the risk of spreading or contracting 
the COVID-19 virus, the AWC Fire Academy cannot eliminate the risks associated with 
COVID-19 completely. All students, staff and invited guest retain personal responsibility 
for their individual health and safety.  Any individual who feels unsafe or ill at any time 
during the graduation, or any event associated with the delivery of 
this graduation is required to immediately notify an AWC Fire Academy staff member 
and cease engagement in any or all activities.  
  
GRADUATION GROUNDS  
Graduation will be held at the AWC outdoor Amphitheatre building located at Arizona 
Western College, 2020 S Avenue 8E. The grounds are located on the north side of the 
Yuma Campus with parking to the east. The grounds are grass and maintained by AWC 
Facilities.   
  
NUMBER OF ANTICIPATED GUEST  
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AWC Fire Academy graduates have been limited to 6 guests to attend. We 
anticipate having no more than 100 guests, including staff and dignitaries.  
  
ADDITIONAL MITIGATION  
AWC signage, Stop the Spread, will be posted at the event. Guests will be greeted by a 
staff member that will conduct a temperature check and hand the guest a program and a 
personal hand sanitizer bottle. All guests will be asked to sanitize and to leave masks on 
at all time while on AWC Campus. Guest will enter and be asked to maintain a social 
distancing of at least six feet in accordance with state and federal guidance.  
  
GUEST SEATING  
The seating for this outdoor event is described as follows. AWC Fire Academy Graduates 
will be seated near the front with family and friends seated separately behind the 
graduates. All chairs will be a minimum of six feet apart.  
  
DIGNITARY SEATING  
Seating for dignitary will be to the west of amphitheater and individual chairs separated 
by 6 to all for social distancing.  
  
ENFORCEMENT  
The AWC Fire Academy will have staff on site to ask and remind guest to please use face 
covering will on campus. Anyone refusing to obey to the request will be asked to leave 
campus.   
  
FOOD AND BEVERAGES  
There will be no food or beverages provided by AWC staff to limit the risk of touching or 
cross contamination.   
  
OPERATION DATES/HOURS:  
  
Saturday, February 13, 2021  
Start time: 6:00 p.m.  
End time:  7:30 p.m.  
   
DURING EVENT POINT OF CONTACT  
  

IDENTIFIER  NAME  ASSIGNMENT  PHONE 

NUMBER  

  Tim Soule  Fire Science Director   928-210-3480  

  Micah Huska  Fier Academy Director  928-304-8392  

  Chief Steve Suho  Chief of Police  928-344-5555  

  Claudia Leyva  Security Liaison  928-210-4214  
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